
IS YOUR WEBSITE VISIBLE TO SEARCH ENGINES LIKE GOOGLE? 

To check if your site is visible, go to Settings » Reading in the WordPress dashboard. 

Then, view ‘Discourage search engines from indexing this site.’ Make sure this is UNCHECKED and 
click save changes. Often, website developers tick this box when they are building your site - and 
forget to untick it!

AUTO-UPDATE SITE PLUGINS AND THEMES

Setting plugins and themes to auto-update will ensure you always have the latest versions.

ADD CATEGORIES AND TAGS TO YOUR CONTENT

Categories and tags help organise your posts, make it easier for visitors to find what they’re looking 
for, and improve your user experience and search rankings.
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Setting Up A WordPress Site For Success 
If your business operates through a WordPress-built website, you're 
already well aware of its potential. However, to truly harness the power 
of this platform, there are essential WordPress settings that you simply 
can't overlook.

In the world of online presence, one thing stands as an indisputable truth: search engine 
optimization (SEO) is paramount. It's the driving force behind your website's visibility in the vast 
landscape of the internet. But here's the catch - without a meticulously configured website as 
your foundation, many of your digital marketing and SEO endeavors might be in vain.

In this guide, brought to you by IHS Marketing, we'll walk you through the crucial steps to set up 
your WordPress website for success. From SEO essentials to website configuration, we've 
got you covered. Let's dive in and make sure your digital presence shines.



ADD DESCRIPTIONS TO CATEGORY PAGES

To help search engines understand the category’s content, go to Posts »Categories, then add the 
category name, create a slug and add an optional parent category. 

To add a description, simply type into the ‘Description’ field. Click on ‘Add’.

OPTIMIZE YOUR PERMALINK STRUCTURE 

To review your settings, go to Settings » Permalinks in the WordPress dashboard. By default, 
WordPress uses the post name setting www.yoursite.com/yourpost. However, there are several 
additional options designed for more specific use.

Top Tip: With a site over six months old, changing the permalink structure may damage your SEO 
performance. Therefore, you should employ technical expertise to implement redirects.

INSTALL AN SSL (SECURE SOCKET LAYER) CERTIFICATE

An SSL certificate is an essential internet protocol that helps securely transfer data between a 
user’s browser and your website. Once installed, your site displays a padlock in the visitor’s web 
browser.

ADD ALT TEXT TO YOUR IMAGES

Alt Txt is an HTML attribute that WordPress adds to the image’s ‘img’ tag. Search Engines use the 
keyword Alt tags to identify the image.

Accessibility tools such as screen readers use alt text to help visually impaired users understand a 
site’s images.

DISPLAY A USER-FRIENDLY NAVIGATION MENU

WordPress themes come with a primary menu that appears on the top of the screen and may 
include a secondary menu, a footer menu, or a mobile menu option.

Go to the Appearance » Menus page in your WordPress admin dashboard. Here, you can create 
multiple menus and add pages, posts, and even custom links to those navigation menus.

PROTECT AGAINST COMMENT SPAM

Comment spam is a balancing act between offering visitors the option to comment on your site and 
blocking spambots' responses. Go to Settings » Discussion and view the comment options.

Most sites decide to disable comments by unchecking the option that says, ‘Allow people to submit 
comments on new articles’. Click Save Changes.

REVIEW USER PERMISSIONS 

WordPress comes with built-in site settings that allow you to control what a user can and can’t do. 
There are FIVE role options: admin, editor, author, contributor, and subscriber.

http://www.yoursite.com/yourpost


Go to Users » All Users. Select the user account and click edit to change. Select ‘Role” and 
choose the roll from the dropdown menu and click Save Changes.

CHECK YOUR WORDPRESS SITEMAP

To view your sitemap, type your domain name and add /sitemap.xml to the end. For example, 
www.example.com/sitemap.xml.

CHECK THE MOBILE VERSION OF YOUR WEBSITE

To preview the mobile version of your WordPress site, go to Appearance » Customize. At the 
bottom of the screen, simply click the mobile icon.

Looking for help? The IHS Marketing Team can provide support for all your marketing needs, 
including website and social media audits, research and analysis, actions and activity.

Visit the www.insidehs.com/dailyupdate page for more information. Follow Inside Hospitality 
Solutions on LinkedIn and subscribe to our monthly newsletter.
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